
Donation of the Month
Object: Friendship Quilt

Catalog #: 2004.63.1
Donor: Sue Caraway

Folks often wonder how an object makes its way to the Museum. Sometimes the path is straight, 
sometimes it



names embroidered across the center of each colorful block, she began trying to unravel their history. 
She found one of the names, Polena Holland, in the Social Security Death Index at RootsWeb.com; a few 
hours later Mrs. Caraway had tied Holland and six other names with Benton County. She posted her 
results on the website

http://rootsweb.com


Doriece Chastain was the youngest of 11 children. Her family homesteaded in the Fairmont district, near 
Springtown and Gentry, Arkansas. Doriece taught at the Friendship School, south of Siloam Springs, 
Arkansas, in 1908; she later taught in Seminole County, Oklahoma, where she met and married her 
husband, W.I. Aldridge, in 1910. It was he who called her 



Because Polena wrote her last name as Holland rather than Crone, we know the quilt was made 
sometime after her marriage in 1908. But several members of this group moved in and out of the Benton 
County through the years; without knowing when they lived here or when some of them died, we can



Although we don



When it first started printing its quilting column in 1928, the Star used patterns syndicated by Ruby Short 
McKim who had a mail-order studio in Independence, Missouri. But by the time this pattern was published,
and up through 1960 when the column was finally retired, traditional and new designs were offered by the 
Star



S.E. Abercrombie (possibly Sarah Anne Abercrombie, 1853-1946) Sally Doriece Chastain Aldridge (1887-
?) Della Crone (1885-1967) Talitah James 
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