House . . . to
see Thomas
Edison’s latest
invention.

Opera Block, circa 1895
Rogers
Opera Block
Before 1890
104-106 West Walnut

The Rexall Drug Store, Benton County
Realty Company, and L.A. Coleman Shoe
Company all occupied the lower floor of
this building for a time. The upstairs
housed the Opera House, where for many
years most of the town’s entertainment,
town meetings, and important events were
held.

Rogers Wholesale

Q Grocery i
1907 ﬂ_ﬂ_L
101 East Walnut

From an examination of the plans
and specifications for the new home

of the Rogers Wholesale Grocery
Company, as presented by architect
A Ak . e

Democrat,

April 14, 1898

Bank of Rogers @@

10 1905 Il
114 South First

When the Bank of Rogers opened
here a circular teller's cage was
centered on the main floor. Above
the cage was a skylight, with a
catwalk going around it. It is said
that mischievous boys often climbed
onto the catwalk and annoyed the
tellers by dropping pennies on their
heads. In later years the building
was home to several banks and the
Rogers Historical Museum.
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Interior of the Bank of Rogers, about
1910

Applegate
11 Drug Store

1906

116 South First

the early

For manv vears Annleaate’s

of Rogers. The original
fixtures are still in place.

prescriptions. Dr.
Moore had a favorite
one for colds and flu

Burnham Block
12 1896

122-124 South First

This building was once known as the
largest and best business house in
Rogers. A hardware store, Fisher
Furniture, the Rogers Daily Post, and the
First National Bank all made their homes
here at one time. Children knew a free
piece of bubble gum was always available
from the City Meat Market and Grocery.

In 1939 the Vinson family bought the
building.

Rogers Commission
1 3 Company

1908

318 South First

This building once housed a restaurant
and saloon. Because of its close
proximity to the depot, business was
good. In 1910 it was the Rogers
Commission Company, a wholesale fruit-
and-vegetable dealer, which had a
banana-ripening room and employed four
celery cleaners.

An expanded version of the walking tour

is available in the Museum Shop.

There’s a ledger that
shows the prices of © 2006

R

REAL. TRUE. FUN.
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Take a Stroll

Back in Time!

A Walking Tour of the
Rogers Historic District

Since its beginning in 1881, Rogers has
been a dynamic city. In the short space of
120 years many different businesses from
banks and dry goods stores to churches
and theaters have occupied the downtown
area. Much of this diversity was due to
the enormous power of the railroad, which
helped create a town center, provided a
dependable economic base, and brought
a variety of goods and travelers to town.

So put on your walking shoes and allow

NUYTID WeIS JUNTIPY dlid uusLy ailid

wagons lined the boardwalks.
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Hawkins House

1 1895
322 South Second Street

Built by the Matthew brothers for the Oakley
family, in 1900 this house was sold to
Francis Cunningham Hawkins who ran a

livery stable on Scuth First Street. Three
generations of Hawkins lived here until

1979, when the house became part of the
Rogers Historical Museum.

Gm" Denotes a building designed by
/= noted Rogers architect A.O. Clarke

Rogers Post Office
2 1919
120 West Poplar

This building was constructed by a Des
Moines, lowa, company at a cost of $75,000,
which inciuded the site, furnishings, and
fixtures. From 1963 to 1994 it served as the
Rogers Hough Memorial Library. Today it is
the Museum’s Education Annex.

Now that we have a modern, up-to-
date, clean post office, for the love of
Mike, let's keep it that way. If you have

to spit, do so before you go in.
Rogers Democrat, February 27, 1919

Lane Hotel, 1928

Lane Hotel
1929
121 West Poplar

This building was once advertised as the first
fireproof building in Arkansas. In 1935 Earl
Harris of the Harris Bakery bought it and
changed the name to the Harris Hotel,
whose motto was the “Palace of the Ozarks.”
Its restaurant, the Orchard Room, was a
local favorite. It later was the Hotel Arkansas
before becoming a retirement facility.

Mutual Aid Building
4 1911
224 South Second

This building once housed the Mutual Aid
Union, a regional insurance organization.
Four horses and a biock and tackie were
used to hoist the large columns into place.
An unusual feature of the building was its
three-story vault. The basement housed the
Press Publishing Company which produced
the Rogers Democrat for 20 years.

Victory Theatre r:m*
B 1927 Jir
114-118 South Second

The Theatre was a
community gathering
place before closing
its doors in the
1970s. In the 1930s
a candy store was
located here. Later
the building became
a flea market before
undergoing extensive
renovations as the
home for the Rogers

Teddy could
make any kind of
candy. . .. Foran
April Fool joke,
[he] peeled onion
sets and covered

‘em with
chocolate. . . .
Nobody got mad
though.

Henry Matlock

Little Theater.
Juhre Block
6 1894

202-204 West Walnut

In 1900 Charles Juhre bought this building
from the Rogers Grocery Company. Juhre
had a meat market in the western portion.
Charles Bingham installed a large glass
window in his photographic studio above the
market.

2 My Dad had a do
dog would beg people for

money. They'd give him
a nickel and he'd go
down to the meat market.
He'd put a paw on that
screen . . . [and] he'd go
inside and buy himself a
bone . . . then he'd go
outside and lay down
with his bone.

Ruth Sager Criswell

Stroud Building
7 1899
114-116 West Walnut

H.L. Stroud built this structure to house his
ever-expanding dry goods business which
had been in operation at other locations
since 1884. A number of businesses had
offices upstairs, including the Farmers
Mutual Insurance Company, architects
Matthews and Clarke, and doctors Jordon
and Rice. Stroud’s closed in 1993.

[Mr. Stroud’s] evident confidence in
the future of Rogers is a compliment

to our town and our people.
Rogers Democrat, March 16, 1899
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