CHAPTER VI

THE SixTH DAv.

The manner in which the little lecturer had handled
his subject on the fifth day had greatly enhanced his
popularity. What he had said, had been in the nature of
a revelation to nearly all that heard it, and his grouping
of facts had madea profound impression.

What created the most comment, was his statement
as to the space in which all the gold and silver of the
world could be placed. In all the hotel lobbies it was
the subject of conversation. The bare statement that
all the gold in the world could be put in a cube of 22
feet appeared ridiculcus—absurd.

Few that had entertained the single gold standard
view of the monetary question were willing to believe it.
They argued that it was impossible ; that the business of
the world could not be transacted on sucn an insignifi-
cant amount of property for primary money. They said,
““ Wait till the morning papers come out; the Zribune
would puncture it, the /nter Ocean, Herald, in fact, all of
the papers would either admit it by their silence, contra-
dict it or give the facts.”

At the Grand Pacific Hotel the cashier was kept
busy answering requests to see a twenty-dollar gold piece.

They wanted to measure it—to get its diameter and
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